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served warm

Zackary Griffis is an average

puppy-dog high spirit. But he knows
“something important: “Don't talk back
 your mother and father.”

m buses at First Baptist Church of

itland and stream under a methuse-

1 cak whose boughs seein to graze

* heaven, They natter and nibble donated

“McDonald’s sausage biscuits, and when

@ whistle blasts, they tidy up andline up
forthe mormng's [essons. .

- Just shy of noon, buses load up and

“roar o_;_lt, Fortunate kids return to un- _:

hé tookyouth groupsinto

 trailerparks along Orange Blossom -~

Trail and ifivited more kids to join them.,
* Soon the flock mitltiplied, and they
needed a meeting place and transporta-

_ tion for a minstry that some Saturdays - -
swells to 400. O'Driscoll finagled sever- - -

" al auctioned buses. LymcpamterDoug
Bloodworth adorned them with angel -

- wings, one with rainbow colors. Now ~ "

-five buses shuttle kids from Union P
Orlo Vista and red-light pomts aIcmg
Orange Blossom Trail.’

Toveisa lessonf‘]ﬁi o

inacoldworld '

T:year-oldboy, allsnips and snailsand - - | -

This is no small thing. It’s alessonhe ?'

On Saturdays, waves of kids spill out .

'txs_t Church of Winter Park -

-;-f, Fornow, it's atleasta place tomake
‘ r‘breakfast volunteers teach Bi-
ble-based lessons; Cynics may sniff at
thedesis vibe buit can’t sneeze at re-

h that shows mentonng’s benefits.
enough toinvestin homeless
helps mediate antisocial behaviors,
_boostscholastic performance—-— and
give them hope, :

.. “They livein trailer parks so {kids]
call them trailer trash — downright

1,0 Driscoll says. But on Satur-
_tne }ﬂds aren’t U'aﬂeru'ash, he

2ys, T
Comy, yes. But for kids starving for
8 seif worth or living in places infested
with dope dealers, as does Alexis Tay-
lor affirmations are manna.
- “Imade this foryou, Mr. O,” said
Alems apixie with pamtbrush lashes
giving him a drawing and a hug.

“This is a tough world—it'sno
fnend of grace,” O"Driscoll says. “But
we teach these kids through love how to
respond to angér [and have] respect for
autharity that we know if they do,
they’'ll be successful down the road.”

Lastweek, after the whistle, kids
prepared to head down the road, “Bye,
Mr. 0! shouted Zackary from his bus.
O’Driscoll, who has used a wheelchair
sirice a car accident in 1978, waved and
trundled off. As buses rolled out, Zack-
ary pumped his fist.

:“Rock on, rainbow bus! Rock on!”

- Haif—cheer half-prayer.

I you would fike to help, call Peta ODriscoll at
407 Twmmylﬂwemcanbem:hedat
dowens@orlandosenhnel icom or 407-420-5095.. -




